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PRIME MIMNISTER « PREMIER MINISTRE

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to the readers of Kavya
Jwala.

For the past decade, the Kavyasandhya literacy group has celebrated
the culture, history and practice of the Malayalam language. I am
certain that everyone reading this collection of writing and art work
will be inspired and entertained.

I would like to commend everyone involved in Kavya Jwala’s

publication for their commitment to preserving Malayalam language and culture. Canada
is a nation defined by and celebrated for its diversity, and you can take pride in your
efforts to enrich its multicultural fabric.

Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada




MESSAGE FROM THE
PREMIER OF ALBERTA

On behalf of the Government of Alberta, it is my pleasure to send greetings to the
members of Kavyasandhya Calgary as you celebrate your 10™ anniversary.

In these challenging times, our daily activities have changed in countless ways, and
we have all had to find new ways of coming together to celebrate life’s important
milestones. While you will not be gathering in person to mark this occasion, this
souvenir program is a wonderful way to capture and share the creativity of your
community. I hope you will all enjoy the artwork and written works, and take joy in
the continuation of a tradition that unites Malayalee people in our province.

Congratulations as you celebrate 10 years of culture and fellowship. Best wishes to all
of the members of your community for good health.

.

i

=i
Hon JasonKenney;-PBremier of Alberta
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR NENSHI

On behalf of the citizens of Calgary and my City Council colleagues, it is my pleasure to bring greetings to
you all as you celebrate Kavyasandhya's 10" Anniversary.

At atime when our entire globe is experiencing a time of being physically apart, acknowledging milestones
such as this also bring us together. Now, more than ever, it is important to remember how this group
began - a circle of friends and likeminded acquaintances coming together in an organized friendship
huddle to debate and cherish the marvels of Malayalam poems. A decade later, your tenacity and
determination in those founding years have served you well in building a community of poetry lovers in
Calgary.

It is groups like the Kavyasandhya that make Calgary the vibrant and diverse community that it is. | wish
you all the very best for years to come.

Congratulations!

Sincerely,

/

Naheed K. Nenshi
MAYOR
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Pinarayi Vijayan
CHIEF MINISTER

N0.394/Press/CMO/2020 18" March, 2020.

MESSAGE

I am happy to note that the Kavya Jwala, Calgary,
CANADA, a group of literacy enthusiasts functioning
among the Malayali communities in and around
Calgary, is bringing out a Souvenir in connection
with its 10" anniversary.

I express my sincere wishes for the further activities
of the organization and to the souvenir, which is
being brought out to mark this occasion.

.

Pinarayi Vijayan

Smt. Shahitha Maideen, Editor
10" Anniversary Souvenir

Kavya Jwala, Calgary, CANADA
kavyasandhyacalgary@gmail.com

141, 3" Floos, North Block, Government Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram Pin 893001 70471 2333241, 2333812, 2333610 F D471 2333489
F chiefministerZkeralagovin Elfacebookcom/omokerala W twitter.com/cmokerala
Residence CHIf House T 0471 2318406, 2314853
www heralacm.gov.in
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“When you wish upon a star...

"Every evening Kamala and | would pluck flowers from the jasmine
bushes, taking care to pluck only the fat buds that were ready to open the
same night. | liked to watch her making a strand of flowers using a long,
moist string of banana fiber."

-Sudha Menon

en you wish upon a star...makes no difference who you are
Anything your heart desires will come to you...

The above lyrics of a song from the popular Disney
movie ‘Pinocchio’ took me back to my childhood
days when Kamala lived with us. I was around ten
years at that time and she might have been in her late
teens or early twenties. She had been our resident
house help for quite some time by then. I remember
the cook mentioning that she was just a chit of a girl
when she came to live with us, but had grown like a
weed after the rains. Anyway, I remember Kamala as
a young lady who loved to look at the mirror, jingle
glass bangles on her wrists and wear flowers in her
hair. She also loved to feel my mother's silk sarees
and sniff at her perfumes when amma was
not around.

"I think Kamala is pretty,” once I told my mother.

"That she is, but the problem is she knows it only
too well,” my mother observed grimly.

I wondered why that was a problem but did not
say anything. When my mother made this sort of
observations, she did not like me questioning her.

Kamala used to oil, brush and braid my hair every
evening. After massaging my hair with scented
hair oil, she would rub her own arms with the oil
remaining on her palms. She would then hold her
arms against light and admire the oil glinting. She
would also hold her upturned palms to her face and
inhale the scent deeply.

Every evening Kamala and I would pluck flowers
from the jasmine bushes, taking care to pluck only
the fat buds that were ready to open the same night.
I liked to watch her making a strand of flowers using
along, moist string of banana fiber. We were not
supposed to smell the flowers as the flower strand
was for the puja room. But when the strand was long

enough, Kamala would sneak the remaining handful
of jasmine buds inside her blouse. She told me that
they would open late in the night when she was in bed
and she could inhale their perfume all through the
night.

Kamala had a regular visitor from her village who
came promptly on the first of each month to collect
her salary on behalf of her family. His name was
Madhavan, a distant relative of hers who worked in
some sort of machine shop. He told me so when I
once questioned him about the black grease stains on
his fingers and feet.

"Yuk," said Kamala expressing her disgust when
Madhavan explained that it was the oil from the
machines he repaired.

Madhavan's clothes also had oil stains and his thin
face always had a stubble as if shaving was just an
occasional habit with him. His thinning hair was
unruly and he had an unpleasant smell, probably a
mixture of grease and the beedis he smoked. He also
had a slight stammer, so if you ask him a question,
there was a discernible pause before he answered,
as if he had to gather his thoughts first and then the
words. He seemed to be fond of Kamala, but she
made no secret of the fact that she did not think
much of him.

"He likes you, he will be a good match for you,"
once our cook told Kamala.

"Ha, ha..." She laughed. "If you like him all that
much, you can have him."

"This girl has her head in the clouds," the cook
muttered. "You think a prince will come to marry
you".

“Iam not going to marry that vikkan (stammerer).
When I marry, it may not be a prince but he will be a
real man, you will see." Kamala retorted haughtily.
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"Kamala, are you going to....", I piped in, but did not
get to complete the sentence as Kamala rolled her
eyes and hushed me silently.

I think she guessed that I was going to mention
Raghu. That was supposed to be a secret between
me and her. He was our neighbour's driver who had
the habit of bumping into us on the side street while
Kamala walked me to and from my dance class. He
would walk with us till the main road and from the
way Kamala smiled and talked, it was obvious that
she liked his company. He always wore clean pants
and shirt and his oily hair was neatly combed. He
was clean-shaven except for a very thin mustache
that looked as if it was drawn with a pencil. While
he and Kamala chatted furtively, her wide eyes would
be darting about and she would often turn her head
to look behind to make sure nobody she knew was in
the vicinity. Sometimes if there were others on the
street, Raghu would fall a few steps behind us and
walk, whistling softly the tune of some film song.

Kamala had made me promise that I would not
mention these meetings to anybody at home or my
mother would send her away, she said.

"Why would she do that," Tasked. "Because grown-
up girls are not supposed to make friends with men",
she said.

"Do you talk to him because you like him?", I
wanted to know.

"Yes baby, I like him," she whispered. She squeezed
my hands tightly and I could feel the sharp intake of
her breath and the tremor that passed through her
body to mine.

"Will you go away when you marry him? " I asked.
I had read enough fairy tales to know that when
grown-up girls and boys fell in love, they ended up
getting married and living happily ever after.

She laughed and said.

"Yes baby. When we get married we will go and live
in our own house. It will be a small little house with
whitewashed walls and a window to let sunlight
in. Ilike lots of light. 1 will grow jasmine bushes all
around so I can wear flowers on my hair every day.”

"Even poor people can have dreams, can't they?"
She said softly. “Can we ever make our dreams come
true”, I asked her.

“Yes, if you wish upon a star,” she said, “a falling
star”.

I remember many nights when I would sit on the
veranda gazing at the, hoping to see a falling star
so I could make a wish on Kamala’s behalf. Then
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one day I came back from school and learned that
Kamala had gone back to her house in the village
without even saying goodbye to me. Idid not get a
clear answer from my mother as to why she left so
suddenly and why she would not be coming back.
From the conversations I overheard, I gathered that
she had been sent away by my mother and it had

to do something with her friendship with Raghu.
Somehow her secret had been revealed.

A few months passed and one day when I returned
from school, Kamala was there at my house. She said
she had come for a visit and was waiting for me to
get back from school. She looked more grown-up and
somehow different. She was wearing a red nylon sari
with gold specks on them and had a large red bindi
on her forehead.

She sat with me on the steps of the veranda.

“Kamala, your sari is pretty,” I told her. “Where
were you all these days?”

“I'was in my village,” she said. “You know baby,
I got married.” “You did!” I asked her in surprise.
“Raghu came there and married you?”

Kamala quickly covered my mouth and looked
behind to see if anybody had heard me. Then she
laughed. “I married Madhavan,” she said. I looked at
her in surprise. “But Kamala, you said you did not
like him and would never ever marry him,”

I reminded her.

“I know baby. But I had to, because my father owed
him some money and he said he will set it off if I
marry him. I did it for my family.”

“But that is ok, I am happy,” she continued. “You
are?” I was confused.

“Ohyes,” she said. “He looks after me well. See, he
bought me this sari and these bangles and even this,”
She turned her head and showed me the wilting
strand of jasmine flowers on her braided hair.

“And what about your dream house?” I asked her.

“Baby, you still remember all that?” She laughed as
if that conversation had happened in another life.

“May be, one day. Who knows,” she said.

Later that evening, Madhavan came to take her
back. I had thought he would look different, but he
looked the same as before — the unruly hair, stubble,
greasy shirt and all.

Soon after that, my father got transferred and we
moved to another city. I never saw Kamala again.

Today, the song on the radio took me back to
Kamala’s dream - her house with whitewashed walls
and jasmine bushes all around. m
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Calgary’s Local Real Estate Associate
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BUYING OR SELLING?

THINKING OF

BUYING OR CAL]
SELLING e
YOUR JOSEPH
HOME? FIRST

THE REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL
YOU CAN TRUST

Joseph John Joy Cottage
587 306 2275

Wy
jjadoor@shaw.ca | www.jjjoycottage.com
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No obligation Free Quote (587) 719-0343
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SELF RESPECT

AS I WAS WALKING, | HEARD SINGING FROM A DISTANT ROOM.
\ | POKED MY HEAD INTO THE ROOM, AND REALIZED THE AUDI-

TIONS WERE GOING ON.
- Neha Rajesh

loud rap music hit me. I tried to cover my body

Iopened the gate to the back yard, the sound of
with the wrap.

“Hey Jennie, you look cute. What’s up with the
wrap up though,” Lisa stated while approaching me,
with a huge grin. That was easy for her to say, she’s so
skinny and pretty.

“You look weird take it off, cute nails though,” Ava
stated looking into her cup with so much disinterest.

“Yah, nails fit for a fifth grader.” I turned around
to see Madison smirking, and Jill giggling right
beside her. Madison then exploded into loud laughs,
“I'm kidding they’re nice, I guess. Take off the wrap
though, it looks retarded.”

“Yah it does look retarded,” Jill said glued to Mad-
die’s side.Iturned around and rolled my eyes, start-
ing to slip the wrap off of me. An end of the summer
pool party is so cliche, but of course no one says no to
Maddie.

I'm Jennie Chow. I'm like every other girl you see
on the streets. I've got too many insecurities to count.
I wish Ilooked like Lisa. Of course the other girls are
gorgeous too, but they try too hard. Lisa is so com-
fortable with herself she’s beautiful inside and out. I
met her last year, after Jill introduced us to her. The
other girls I've been friends with since grade two.

The rest of the evening passed by pretty quickly.
Before we left Maddie’s house we all chose our outfits
for tomorrow. I guess the first day of grade ten is im-
portant. Especially since we are starting highschool
at Mcavey High. I showed Maddie the shorts and
short sleeve shirt I was planning on wearing.

She looked at me and raised an eyebrow, “C'mon
Jennie don’t wear that shirt your arms are getting
kind of big.” I felt my heart pang, it’s true my arms
would have looked like hippo legs in that shirt. I
mumbled a bye to everyone and started to walk
home. While the Chicago winds whipped my long
black hair around, I started to think of what Madison
said to me.

The first day of school came, then the second, the
third and so on. The school year was passing by so
quickly it was already the new year. My friends and
I didn’t have all our classes together, but we always
met up for lunch.

One day on my way to the school busses, I noticed
a teacher putting up auditions sheets for the upcom-
ing play.

“Ah, why not,” I said to myself, “maybe one of the
girls will join me. A few days later, at lunch, I brought
up the topic. Everyone stared at me for a minute.

Then Lisa smiled and said, “Sounds fun.”

“Why not, I guess,” Ava said, trying to look bored,
but you could tell she was intrigued. “

“Well I'm in if Maddie’s in,” Jill stated.

“Have you guys lost it,” Maddie suddenly
screeched. Only loners and wannabe actors partici-
pate in the play. Jennie can you please use your head
for once, the idea is lame and none of us are going to
be in that play.”

I was shocked. I felt a lump in my throat, as I
looked at the others faces. They all hung their heads.
I got up and stormed out of the school. The second
I went outside the Chicago cold hit me, and I felt
weak. It felt like frost was forming on my pale skin.

I paced my long legs in front of the school, trying

to come up with an apology. I guess it was my fault,
acting isn’t for everyone, the play was probably going
to be lame.

The next day I sat down with my friends at lunch.
It was silent.

Then I started, “Uhm guys, I'm really sorry about
yesterday. The play was a dumb idea, and I
overeacted.”

Maddie smiled, “ I accept your apology, I'm glad
you came to your senses. By the way are those shoes
bricks, because they look like them.” I tucked
my feet underneath the chair trying to hide
my shoes.
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I thought they looked nice, guess I won’t be wearing
them anymore.

“Uhm I need to go to the bathroom,” I said. I quick-
ly got up and walked away from the awkward aura.

AsIwas walking, I heard singing from a distant
room. I poked my head into the room, and realized
the auditions were going on. Suddenly, everything
that happened in the past few days didn’t matter. In
a matter of a few minutes, I was up on stage singing
and performing my script without hesitation. The
second I stepped out of the room, everything hit me.
I spent the rest of the day hoping,no, praying that
I didn’t get a part in the play. I knew if I got a part I
wouldn’t have the heart to quit. At the end of the day,
I couldn’t help sneak a peek at the cast and crew list. I
walked up to the paper with my eyes closed.

“Your playing Wendy Darling in Peter Pan, Con-
grats,” said a familiar voice. I took my hands off my
face to see Lisa, with a bright smile. She threw herself
on me and gave me a giant bear hug. “Jen, 'm so
proud of you.”

“Thanks, but...,” I trailed off.

Lisa gave me a sympathetic smile, “Don’t worry I'll
keep your secret from them.”

It was the beginning of May, and our production
of Peter Pan was in less than a week. In the past few
months I had play practice quite a lot. Lots of them
during our lunch break. Ms. Oh, the drama teacher,
was a sweetheart though, and made the schedule
more flexible. I'm heavily shocked and relieved that
Madison, Jill, and Ava have had no suspicion of me
being in the play. I would make up some excuse
to Madison that I was going to get extra help from
a teacher during lunch breaks. Of course, Madison
would taunt me on how I was a teacher’s pet, but I
ignored it. Lisa would also come to as many practices
of mine, as she could.

Two days before the production I was walking out
of 3rd block.

All of a sudden, Maddie came running up to me.
“Hey Wendy.” My eyes widened in shock.

“How did you find out?” I asked, sweat beads form-
ing on my head.

Maddie gave me a glare, “I'm not dumb, the cast
and crew pamphlets for Peter Pan are everywhere.
Congrats on making it in to the losers club. God I
can’t believe you went behind our backs just to join
a play full of dorks, and now you're one of them.” By
now all our friends were around us. Jill just listened
and giggled, while Ava glared at me, and Lisa was
nowhere to be seen.

RZY KAVYAJWALA 2020

I turned around ready to run away from them.
There was that feeling again, the lump in my throat.

“IT hope you know that, no one cares about your
dumb play,” Maddie continued.

“I care about the play and I care about Jen,” I looked
up to see Lisa with a determined face. She grabbed
my hand and pulled me back to Maddie.

All of a sudden I was mad. I recalled every time that
Madison put down. I was done with this.

“Maddie listen, I know we’ve been friends for
years, but this has to stop. The way you treat me is
wrong. You know what, I like my body and my brick
looking shoes. I'm sorry if we don’t have the same in-
terests. I like what I do though, and I don’t need your
validation for it. You can continue to be my friend,
but you will respect me and my decisions. I love my-
self, and your opinion will not change that."

I said feeling stronger and stronger after
every word.

I can’t believe Ijust did that, it felt good. I gave one
last smile to them, and walked away. I could feel Lisa
walking right behind me.

I pushed the door, the grass was green, and the sun
was glowing. "Only two more days till summer break.
I'm so excited, we definitely have to take a trip to
Cove Beach." Lisa said walking up to me, her beau-
tiful brunette hair flowing in the summer breeze. I
gave her a goofy grin. Things felt right again.

It had been two months now since the whole inci-
dent with the play. The play went amazing, and we
had a full house. Maddie, Jill, and Ava don't talk to us
anymore. We don't sit together either. I think it's for
the best. Lisa and I are as close as ever. We made the
rugby and track team together. We helped each
other study for the finals and both achieved an aver-
age with honours. She's there for me and I'm there
for her. She's the greatest best friend
I could ask for.

Looking back at this year, all I can say is it's been
a whirlwind. It really changed me though. I finally
learned to let go of those who hold me down. It is my
life and decisions, if someone doesn't respect that
and puts me down for it, they aren't worth my time.
Ilearned that loving yourself doesn't just mean loving
your body. It means loving what you do, and doing
good for yourself. I won't let the opinion of others bring
me down. I stopped hating myself for everything I
wasn't, and started loving myself for what I am.
I finally realised that to love and respect myself
I didn't need to be perfect. I love and respect myself
because I am beautiful and unique on the
inside and out. m
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-Stalin Bavakkatt

e $16010) EI(@IW)0B0 af)MOEHI0) MlalMo
@am)!

coonomulvileal 6muaf aflegdmy
IR leoW)eS HANalISHIQ MS)QEODES)
DM af) OMEQIS)aM)...

6880100 &8)6S ailodS]eudeslswlanes
€203 HC3OmYEM)HUWBSeIsSWanes e®=mu0
DEMOaNOR0W aljerailel®m)d:] MGH6)IN 6B0) af)$)
al@)&HO0OM B)6Lo FMONB HEMIM]...

(IDUWNOEIOROW B0F o B 0B H6EMR)ASEBE)AM
QNeMOBIVEUIT|BHUB E)OSOE:NE) Galdd:)M®)
0D AM}aUYONY (aldO0d0 @SN afldl@)6ro
20(®20W1018910 ag)M) Ailalodlaf) MM agend
62101108 MVERAOGHS1ORI000UT AlOE®) @)S6BE]

@R 20lW)OS Gald DoGMIBBDHI. HMEHND
gogeﬂmﬂs)el aRG®O 80) (VORE@3 M,
66006NE186) 02120 E0)aIB1OWIMMo0 AUWMVIGE3

06BTBHMIBIN af) OIW®I6M T MUNEOHIRIWIUI...

H$0Ll) HONUBHLIIMBS®)OB6MNE ‘Oecalg)
20O alosTmalgsIooellod alslwles,
alEO@HER106® Madie:88n0 allcl
QsSBOB]OEHNE @M@ OIS
MERUOBB:68 @REIIB 0 §21®) MITIH)M)...
90GENIBGOMO.

HAUSBONI0QBU3 HBHOBT] NUOLHIHE) M
(NI @G0B3 2d(@o BHHla] al@Q6ME)HSow]
80) aje2ilo] a)aw] agglaygom) alls@mm)
M@HNN HD AMaUIOM BO) GROER}MAIW],
Alluo)eRLMOW] EMOM O OWI@B (al6L}0allee)mm)....

‘anealdlesymm alluoyauad’ agam agimleeedalo
ag)2J0 MUEROCIBHS)0 aBQIAlOW)M)...

Rl KAVYAJWALA 2020

al0aflen®:8)6S @)0)890H)S] AUMEA[OUd af)ed

20860 M)016M), MlaiMo AOAT). 210S)
©al05la0MM al3eEm GloW)EMIeRI, HENISIHe)
2)mil@8 HEENSIealosnE) MI@dEeMM DI,
5086009510 DDMal0S)o a)0NE] 606N
MIWEORI) GaldBjo Alg).

“anemilol 860N B800U8H8 Qfluo)ELMOB:OM
algye@0? The Saint of Smile?”

2000 AM&GHENISIVITE 6@ S)eoD)...
“amyauymo] mlom quiadla 6630
M7 ag)iMmio AM)aHMOWG1BHEMOATN)
QO(@REMINaB]BHNM@. MMWIBS AM)aH (13
iluo)EVlWI88 AMyau 3”

9ONVIaNANBQJo EMIMB DOOBE AlOEIOTO):

“ealemioeads] allessoya0w] e¢lwym
ag)Mee)8s ‘easalalls] mumiomilewo
al)E0Oa0I®EMI @REIMALD...allUd)BLMIBOMIENY .

21086 )20W] HENISIVIGE (al®yHHOQS ag)od
@00y “ag)emMmo allegsceoo afls mumyailesod
Galo@IE OHRfjo MM MleEBes.”

oM 2ilOla)); &IOS @PAIS) 0.

MIEManal)BQjo eMOIMAUOS GalBO™)
aflsleeMm@ImIswI@d agead ammlend
@6&3051@1@'8 DoGMIBBBIMO MEBROM af)Py® ] Ua):
“miemanamileng maswomemlend afluo)eRbacw
B0) HAUSIOD @YU, HOBAO af)JONI0)ESW)o
caloseglellg) @mmlgyens...

DSWB610S @R al)eilolTomNIoal H&IMNE M)6Lo
©)SWHe)MO® MEBRS)ESW)o AY)SSAIO)ESW)o
210lme0m c@RM)9®ISe)0.”" .



=
-Kunjuss

(ofl@eals agentl,

)00 MO8 MMOBHLIMEMEDAN) BOY@YMM).
afllom®)o @rmEBROM MINzM16ME) GaldW® 13
SHUH6)26RJ0...

GRID®0 MPIAUM 63H0606METMWIGE HYIimm
oD MI8YHSIEd saNIM)0 a:ep’]emm’la%m@osrﬁ
AUOMI®Alo. af)2oWISOTDW)0 CaldHLIGEM
MailosW)o @RBLo OGHICOIEMOW
NVOAUROWS)OBE)... @) HOLIT)
OHIBOIMOV (al®ICOIWLHOM)88 Mogleal
LAlQIBEDMEBRUB QAUSHO @R)UDIOTVEDMIHSWIET)
GMIBEHOEMEG). GRIOBHOTNONY @oEERWOOEMIO)
$)6101M) (NISYAEN(MYo @RAIOS MY0)

LO@AIMO MOBHOOIW RMEBBSB)HENEM)0
©6OBAUOTIOAZ TLIMmo MIOSMMIEM @R MuLlo
@ROIWOSIMODIMERIOSH af)oR BoanTlaUleal
$)3)H0600 al06vm) AMAVIRINE6003 (Uoaila))
alE0BWea]s MIg)&Eled mlmm)o CHOSWIEM
a)08 MIS ag)aM) aloW)M@GaIse) 60S)afos]
GO GHoeMIWOW] @001 80606,
CBHO8H6I01OQM, RLIWISIHM @REIAdMalBQ)o
@213 ISla]).

@R MVAV®ED), MAOS GRIW)o HBUOMAIW
mlo(memeaBRga0@loyMmM®@ VoA le:00W)0
AMEBBROS @) UOHBWIRINGED. HONUBIBMOERSoA!
CHOS MEYA(MWIHS AIOGODOMVEISMo
$06mod @p@looalleal agemig) slallwyes
2)mMloalomom @)seas]. MdeIclem
&H0)OENGHSIT8 @SIHNaN AMmAljo MMM
01616:8)0001 af9oo HSAIMBHO® 61EBBS)0
000186018 @)S6ail... (_nﬂ@)@gd%().l@(b%()o
@pallos MVEHH®EEMELJIOWN TVAIWIM]ay).

@P@IMIsw@d, Mailes ameERs)HSWS)TIm)
0HIB0IMOVOHIV® &3)0 (al®1E:H]B8606@WI6N).
al®]Q)Galoeel &Sm0 10IMBIRITm)0 AUBSEE)
(a00 GanNdo af)SYTMI0YMN@IMOIT, HBHOGOIEM
aeymM@Im) @eml allsim)ssled eso0le@aem.
ag)amlg)o...

DSWeH6IM) 639a01MU1@8 GaldGeeE]l aImlo)am).
@RAiles Al aldBIUES af)S)EeIMIW]0)M®.
6M20$210IB6) EUaHo, 630a0 1My @RAYITVABIM)

o)1 ER

Mississauga
July/20/2020

6@ 06006M MAIR1B:0laj®)o 680an1M eBSISo
al)BeNR0W)o @RSaflS®m)o g MBTW)0
QAUIBOMBHUB al@)OAUBO}MDIMIOS MVad(al
AUBODOEHM AlOATM) BHFEAOP)0 HBHIBOIEM
O®IZS)OMHENM) @ROIDEOWIR] ag)ent...
o035} GlalaVo, EAOLIeVWPIEMO®
OBIWOIW GRIGABMM)Io YBIOMVO
2)5CRI06SW)R0W]0)(M). GBaNORIOGE MSABMN)
Balddh)M Galdeel.. @r@IMS) o™ Glairvo me)
almlw)o MsesEl. 2lallmo 680) molwleao®)essl....
DY) FlAIMODIORINC]EOOD &)S)0eMIGIGRA
AlwleWoeHos1E3 M) AlaIEeBRUd @REMInH]a))
6806ME10)M). ©6SAleMIud & Flee)d, W80
OA88B0 B)SIBO)E: af)MIOBE GBPRGZaNo Dal
GBWIla)) ©@06MEIEIOM). MOLIDoMIUd MY®E3

al] $)060m)... Afltda]) &)S]... BHUMBOMOS)
@R)ROMIWOW].. af)Mocald saNlM)o
0)2/10f1ejo®oW], &¥1860M alg0®owl...

alengyo L0100 @8BMM)... BOIP2IGWIBO
(BOQUB0) IO RN88 BHHeMo AI(@AIWIIOM).
®)S)ME0 B3006r) LTV @OM.... ag)en],
ag)M8616ajoUd B0 BRIV &HIEMEMIOCY
OO0 o] 2o01Rg)6rs...

MO0 BHFETmIM), ag)Mee) EHoAlM
OSqQY 9alPTO®. 2N} GAEM OSYY BalV®),
@ aglesniow] 9emMemmoem @RU)al(@1Wles mlam)o
@ROIW]oj@. @R@IMORINM, af)Mes) AUM®)o
& 0G006MWOWIIO)M) o)) MuOlR1E:012 @ .

1 FlaUnuessgled ¢oeil §21QomoInIIe®
erleais)@eeenE] almm). agenil, mimesolwonealo,
c=0efl e21VmeelB 103 toaUSH]RIOGTD
mosoemlemm)...! @e@Imamd, emomyo CERB
(Canada Emergency Response Benefit) #15003
@PCaleHla)). @RS)O® GFlAUTVo ®OM af)e(d eIos:
@RHOHVMNEIGE N300 GAISE AUIGIB:W)o
0210 ). H)S)oN GUIROYOS MIBEZUD(alB00
©6N3) MITVOMOD HAWIEOHES @AW 632anTmJ1wd
mlamy @emyaiBlajy &13). D eNE) AdTVAl0
CERB @l@d Mmoo MUano@o £151@1momd
©SMaUMQOO® HFIE). DD DaNIDOBIB6OLIDIT
HOMW MVRHHIOY0 @2R0a( Malda]sAUOOW)0
afl3 0d@0l%He8W)0 &)6010)6E3OSW)HRLI00
G2IB8@™m) allslaj@ alello@on) @RUIdMVo
©@OINOEM. HAVAIQoMIB QOO @REAISHUIBO)M
aggjoaldeeo CERB quano@o meleomosm
MB#H6 3@ @loy@dmMo.

@R)BIEHIRITID) B)SIO@3 QULIaINA)NBOVD®
313213 081aI0]2106m Gd(B6ERE1a10W10)aN).

KAVYAJWALA 2020



@REOMUINV]HH8)10S $)S1W (alo@Al)o
aB86a]SISIS8 $000)620086 afleslory Meie008
@SRV agiislalo AUSOOOOSAN) @O
MBH6B ©@10)AIMEAS)HHW)o QUYdalMo

)0 EH0M8 @) MaNIWEN B0 B2l ®).

aglMmoelo ag)entd, amO3 MVMMEL(AIUBEHMETTIM)
o0} B (BOMIOL! Al®IEMP) Gal®Iem
BBHOB0MOW B)S) allSla]) Ol HOSETMO).
2o  allcle)s)86 200 A)MIOH:6EBRS)0
QOMW)0 WaYHQISIAM (&H1MV)}o BHH1]
Al @@ )@@ 0)2ilee)S)E:03 HeENBTMYMN
aHOOEM)0 DRIOTTD @) CHBOTICRIHH) EalddID
e@oMMMMg) agenl.. B¥leom) &lsee)am
20103 ... MOMNYRIW AUOIMEHU... @RS|LJOED
90emMM01:03... AflEMAIW MOWIMEBRUD...
80) FlAUMe?® MVMBAUOMo OE:6MNE) @6
a{l®01Gajowelo... MIEHWIVWAI0IOS &epleel
MQYa0I@OWY0 MIqYo@W)EAQ) allserom)

®Eajoud C1O10WIOBS )00} @)S6BE]. %
@RS UB aldBee) SRl o AIMalo®@lalo
H)Fod)SI)o nIodenile)) Bald®)o @aQ)o
caumeilom @REAaIdaHlee)mM)eNE. HAWIG3
151N OEEN2O @EAMNI AINVEBBSELIW)SBS).
@O MRWEOE®EJd0 (I1S)B1866)88103
@RS afl0180)MAIEEE... DD AUBaHo HEHOBOEMW) o
af15led anglailsoemom], caimaileond als)y@lw)o
@RalaNG]a]). &)6N3 ERAIMVIMWITal AYEIOEN)
GRIOBE AWDEMIM) &H)O0HWINEH @RI &5V O).
oafles GROWGUE &)06IM)OAMMON BDEBLOUT1E:
HEMBO)HUB AlOWIMO).

6M6EBBRSB)0 BMYO6EN) )F)H00)6S 151010666
@alo@]. ag)ajoaiye @EM 6&:0600eMEImIwIa)o
@p@lom allela)o)escmla)aowloyam,.
20N M0ARIGAHEBBUT @O alfldE®)o
A 16MO0L6)]. &)61010)68BE1T3 Galdalo
meovow)o lolwye Moo GaldeAl...
a)2]oeW)o BMAIE3 HMN@ON3 BOUDIOMVO...

Y KAVYAJWALA 2020

@O al®OW B0) (@000 6MAMM) AUIM)6NE
andleno... agi@leno RAVOW)R)6MNE.

EDEERE)OS al800 VA JOEBTIEE DGaloP)o
MMBBUHOO HQQIM @MAGIWIe]. agMOE3,
efladgl@d 60y aflgleaioesmeslad ad(@o
©6NB)GAlOITd B)S)OT BHOIOAMMYo GROLH: 1T
©6NB)Gal@ ag)M)o @RAI AUOYOIWIg)eME.
aljloEm) MaM)o GHO1 AUGIBMUIUB O6)B:E>Ud
@P6M) AN BMAIBHEMEAM)0 @RMIMIW]
Mmundaflaflgss avomlesgaud

9alc@IUIlBOEMOAM)0 DEajoPo MIBeTUMLA)EME. Lo
HOEMOo MIBENIMLEBBOBIOEE 6BRS)OS ), @ .;1
MOBHUD HH0EMMN @1012]01BAUIOS ORMVEIR ‘)
aloailee)am)m)ens.

‘mog)dglaljo M)ald mdeeg eelano

200068 MIBMNITWo af)M@)o @)SOY(M). OGO
 0cu@an)&3sslswlane mseeomss Gluo

 @psIseals) T emoss) 9alewouilaloymald
BalOWER)... A 80915y ) aflo)

%091@%090@1 3100 BMIBHIMD @RAI0RINIO

Y 06mee)m)ns. afleiGajo69ose emIM)o

andlateom as) aflsla), e@Qow Gluowle)es
60HTaN) BSOS DSMIFIWIT3 BHOO0YMNE. BBaH 0
QM ag)ens], @REAOUBEDEM H)QCENIOWO HEB:06ME
@@laflosarleajoo)e. alloam @069 aloafldlesyam
3o EGMOBHBMIBE OO Galddh)o. BRIOBE)
WeMON3 @RBLH:IRICN) HalOFAMN) EG:HoRo BMAIS
alel®)o Eaj0U8 @RAULDIOTIM) &lg)aM)eNns.

DEa]0U8 HHICOEMEWINSIajo RINOEWIOS
210186008 g)ajoaio)o (VoaleeaM 6.

DVOWICAUMOWTD B O6PIOBOEWO...
“@Role: 108 MIw)eeowlvyeMMss1eRIMmM) EmONd
60) 2@ 6Al0)e® MIMay) Galow]”

ag)ent], MO al@leAIEERUd B001eHMOAM)
afleln1e6)am). MVAWoEAIeR! af)P)®)AERIo...

M1060m MIEMaNETMIOS,
&) 610 ) (N0

™M @R&HOLI NI BRSO
M1 af)oan MEMaslenam)
emOM)0
SENSa)) (UORL HBIENS
M1 2f) AN IO b

60003 MIOaM®)o
M1 af)©F HAU IR
08 Mloadw)o
MU MEMOS MIEMaO BQlalo
aoem)ailm)o
6318900 HFIWIOD B>Qlalo



KEYS TO YOUR
DREAM HOME!

GIJO VARGHESE
REALTOR®
REAL ESTATE
&’ROFES}EIONALS

» 587-719-1937
i george.gijovarghese@gmail.com

@ 202, 5403 Crowchild Trail NW
Calgary, AB, T3B 421
® req!estaleprulessiunalsinc.cnm
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A Center for Indian Classical Dance

35 Panatella Paggade NW, Calgary
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Our Little Volunteers

They Have Grown Before Our Eyes

2010 - 2020
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CHIEF MINISTER'S DISTRESS RELIEF FUND
KERALA

B Mo : 3229136953500304

Recetved with thanks the sum of ©. 65500/ (Rupees Sixty Five
Thousands Five Hundred oaly) from Kavyesandhya, Calgary, Alberta,
Capada as denation towards 'Chief Minister's Distress Relief
Fund’,

Contribution to CMDRF is 100% tax exempt under Section 80G(2) of ¥l
Pt

the [neome Tax Act. 1961 vide PAN No. AAAGDOSSAM. w

GOVERNMENT OF KERALL

- JE578 Funds- 218 Fin Fingnce Fund Deperiment
T'-'.‘lrumhw_burnm
Dated 27-00-2019

From:

Addibanal Chief SecretaryFinancel
Gt Secrebanct,

hi m.

Ariitiesad Chlkel Saonetary M) ke
Treaiured 5\ To:

Chlail Minissers Discress Rl Fasdy 1 |

Kovyasandhya, Calpery. Afberia, Canada

SirMedam,

- Swb  Contribution recefvid lowands Chief Minister's Distress Rellof Fusd « Receipt
Forwarding- Reg.

Flease find emclosed receipt for your valwable contribution towands Chief
Minister's Diglress Relief Fund throuph elecironse transfer No [0B671IBI59 for
1. 65300 / (Rupees Sindy Froe Thousends Five Hosdred anlyi

Thanking you

Yourrs faitffuliy
Al Tonhe

Additional Chlef SecretaryFinance)

2010 - 2020
SNV IS MIbP]oglob

KAVYAJWALA 2020 EY4



COMING SOON
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SAMIKSﬂ.AM

R it I8

LAL ]

Single Issue Annual Subscription - 6 Issues

$9.00° $25.00° only

SAMIKSHA MEDIA INC
12907 97 St NW, Suite#202, Edmonton, Alberta TS5E 4C2, Canada

For more information please contact:
Jacob Antony: +1 403 870 8524, Joseph Kurian: F80 446 7057
Noble Augustine: +1 403 680 6555, Rijesh Peter: +]1 587 777 8182, Roy Dewvasia: +1 647 741 4782
f /[samikshamedia 4 infomsamikshamedia.c

B payments@samikshamedia.com o www.samiks
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Let’s Talk Indian Movies

o

- Gouri Sreedevi

et’s talk Indian movies. Look at the sweetheart in

the film. Notice how everyone is lacking in mel-
anin? See, we grew up with these stars which causes
kids to be placed in a mindset where if they aren’t
“light skinned” then you're not beautiful. Kids like
me are disliking their own skin colour because the
film industry only portrays one skin colour. It is also
very biased. If you have a darker skin tone you are
portrayed as a goon, or the villain, however, having
lighter skin makes you the hero(ine) of the film. Let
me ask you something, it is a very asked question all
around the world. Why does the colour of your skin
give an outlook on your whole personality?
Riddle me that.

Is a wife more than just cooking and cleaning? You
know...the only two things a wife does in a film? The
answer is no. Wives and females in general shouldn’t
be given this example of what she should do once she
gets married. So why is the Indian film industry hav-
ing actresses play this simple role while the male ac-
tors play a role where he can boss her around, yell at
her, and even give that iconic slap across the face you
see in all of the films, and not face the consequences.
After all that, the wife is the one on her knees, crying,
and begging for forgiveness, then continues to cook
and clean for her ungrateful husband. Gosh...these
movies reek of male dominance.

My mom always tells me strange superstitions,
which is probably based off of Malayalam movies.
They show how the arrangement of marriages set
up by dowry, are how you actually should marry
someone, not by love. The sad truth, this is why most
men get married - for the gifts they are being given,
and not for a wife. And the even more melancholy
truth is, Malayalam film industry makes this seem
as a good thing, and these types of actions are okay
to do, which they obviously aren’t. They also portray
that praying helps you succeed, and not studying or
working hard to reach your dreams. They believe
dropping money in the cash box you see at temples/
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My mom always tells me strange superstitions, which is proba-
bly based off of Malayalam movies. They show how the arrange-
ment of marriages set up by dowry, are how you actually should

marry someone, not by love.

churches will make all your dreams come true just
like that. Wouldn't this cause a whole generation
to believe that hard work isn’t necessary and

all you need to do is just pray to reach

your dreams?

Let me just start off by saying how much money
you have in your bank account, or the price of the
new accessory your parents bought you shouldn’t
matter at all. That is a well-known statement made
everywhere, except one place.

The Indian film industry. They make it seem as if
those who are wealthy, are superior human beings
and rules shouldn’t apply to them because they’re
rich. However, the ones who aren’t fortunate enough
to have that much money in their bank account,
don’t get this privilege, and should be looked at as a
fly that should be squashed immediately. We’re still
put in a society where price matters, and the Indian
film industry should be taking part of the blame.

This last part can be taken in two ways, for me
personally, this is one of the only things I like in
Bollywood movies. The un-realistic clips while they
are singing and dancing. May I add, the songs are
very catchy, and the dancing is very beautiful to see,
so that’s another thing I enjoy in Bollywood movies.
But these random clips of costume changes and the
differences in their surroundings get me every time.
For example, one moment they can be wearing red
outfits in a field with matching red flowers, then
they’re in a huge bed with rose petals in their paja-
mas in some European town while the story is actual-
ly happening in an Indian village.

Once the song is over, everything is how it was
before, and everyone is going to ignore these clips
that came out of nowhere. But it really expresses the
carefree vibe, and I really don’t mind that. It rubs
off on me and all my friends, we start singing and
dancing without context, and nobody is bothered by
it,it'sjust fun! m
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Creating Memorable Momentg!

Wedding films & Photography
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Hail Storm

The sky started to darken, everything was dark
The streets were all empty, so was the park.
- Nathan Thomas Water started to drip, thunder started to roar.
Then the wind blew, and the rain came out of nowhere.
I rushed to the window to see what was happening.
There was lots of lightning followed by thunder.
All of a sudden, hail started to fall.
The house shook, as hailstones hammered the walls.
Windows shattered, hail continued to fall.
The storm worsened, and the hail grew to the size of golf balls.
The next five to ten minutes, oh what a sight.
Wind started to gust with a lot of might.
Then the storm was over, everything was a mess.
The deck was covered with leaves, just like a dress.
The earth was calm and cool as if nothing ever had happened.
Maybe nothing did happen... Except for my mind's perceptions
As we all have storm like this of sorts,
Each and every now and then.
To damage our mind and soul, like a house of cards.
Some houses can be fixed, but for some the damage is long lasting
And some soul can be consoled, some wander in the wilderness!
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SAJU VARGHESE “s2"Crow!.

When Home Matters More Than Ever.

am passionate to listen, understand, and work with you

in your real estate and mortgage needs. As a dynamic and

innovative marketing expert, a sharp negotiator and
facilitator with a robust legal sense and analytical mind, |
assure you that | will negotiate the best possible deals for
you.

| have over 21 years of experience with Re/Max Real Estate
Central (#1 Re/Max Office Worldwide for 21 consecutive
years 1999 — 2020). Being consistently ranked in the top 10
Realtors of Re/Max Real Estate (Central) has earned me
membership in major Re/Max International Award Clubs for
outstanding performance and milestone achievements. | am
also a member of the MLS Million Dollar Club, in addition to
a recipient of the Re/Max Lifetime Achievement Award and
Hall of Fame Award for extraordinary professional
achievements in Real Estate. These accomplishments are a
testament to my commitment and dedication to my clients,
my profession, and my integrity.

Thank you for the confidence and trust that you have given
me throughout the past 23 years of my real estate and
mortgage career. COVID-19 presents both challenges and
opportunities to Alberta’s housing climate, and | am always
open to discuss the possibilities and your concerns.

sajuvarghese@shaw.ca RE/MAX

(403) 512-4637
REAL ESTATE (CENTRAL)

WWW.sajuvarghese.com

REAVING
%gc:ge‘ement} gwm /' Hall of Fcz\rT?g
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A tiny virus,
Tur n B aC k ' From somewhere in the world,
n Has got all of us,
Completely unnerved!
We have plans, It’s now or never,
And God has plans. Turn back to God!
But the plans that get executed, Prove to Him,
L | iy Are definitely God’s plans! That He is your Lord!
-Shireen Zameel Did any of us foresee, And believe it or not,
Either you or me, The world that we forgot,
That our lives would be, Will be here again,

So utterly awry!

And forever will remain!
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RECluSiVE VS SOlitude I see a ruined valley amidst a void of shadows..!

I am an end to many, a final deathblow...!
I can be a bitter but sweet candy...,

That you could regret and embrace at the same
time...!

I can bring extreme pain and suffering....!
But to some, I bring a sense of peace.

- Nikhil George I appear to many as a misleading sign..!
And I see the malodorous ashes all around you..!
I am the dark shadow that parts the day and night...! But to some I am a guide to a goal...!
I come with a frosty greetinﬁ to those who dread my A fragrance that fills the vacant spots.
warmt..! When I turn my face to the eternal light...,
iz oty el il All the dark shadows fall behind me ! "
I bring despair and desolation to some....! My echo reflects around the valley again..
A secret and serene calmness to others..! "I am pain ..,
Just as the ambience of the empty universe..., I am peace..,
I can be a deserted netherworld..! I am solitude..,
But when I am deeply immersed in endearment, I am still...,
I become a devine tranquility. I am reclusive..,
When no exits left unsealed, But I am serene..! "

A
- Sidra
Maria Joseph
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KAVYAJWALA 2020



Spade/Heart
August 24 at 12'o clock
-Natha he comes to the village,
Alicia John setting fires of impatience
he will write a number upon
Once there lived a mystery man, the sweat of his palm,
with a wooden leg, as the numbers appear:
in a forbidden grove, fear catches the eyes of the natives;
He smelled like burnt meat No one will know what number he gets!
an eye was always covered with black cloth; As the rumours continue,
and always wore the long hat he will turn 2 kids into cards
he was the trickster for kids. Spades for a boy,
Many stories and rumours Heart for a girl;
about him made kid’s rattle at night; The numbers on the cards were their age
a tale everyone held, same as that he wrote on his palm.
aiming the sense to terrify each other; Usually, he would disguise himself to play the part,
Every year, on the night of but that night only him, and HIM alone...

WE GOT WHAT YOU NEED! G
SOUTH INDIAN & SRILANKAN GROCERIES MoneyGram.
(KERALA GROCERY STORE)

TEL (403-285-8520 MOB: 403-351-2439 VINAYAKGROCERYRHOTMAIL C

ADARSH SADASIVANE

CONTACT:

A

IIHIT#EIIE-T.WESTHIHII CRES NE, CALGARY, T3) 5H2
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The Curse
of the
Blue Light

- Samuel Malepuram

y head feels a little dizzy as I slowly open
my eyes.

“Aaah” I scream.

I'look around, confused and scared. As my eyes
wander, I notice there is vegetation all around me
and suddenly I realize I'm in a closed jar!

“Ohno.” I gasp. “This is not good at all.”
A day before

“Unni, Chandu!” I screeched. “Where are you?”
Thorns scrape my bare legs but I hardly notice. I'm
too busy trying to locate my best friends. I pull out
my phone and dial Chandu’s number for the
last time.

“This number is currently out of reach.” came the
reply from the phone.

Without thinking I raged and threw my phone ata
tree.

“Nooooo! Why did I do that.” I'said half screaming
and half crying. “I'm in the middle of a never-ending
forest and I just ruined my only chance of communi-
cation.”

All of a sudden, I catch a glimpse of blue light com-
ing from a stone. Out of anger I picked up the stone
that was illuminating the light and threw it. Sudden-
ly, a bright light blinds me.

Present day
“Hhellpp!” I shriek.

Out of nowhere a big shadow falls over me. I see
its claws digging into the ground looking for a treat,
am I the treat??? Suddenly, an incredibly cute kitten

pops its head out of its own shadow. I gesture for the
kitten to open the jar lid. She looked confused for a
second but seemed to magically understand. She slid
her teeth under the jar and popped open the lid. I
climbed over the top of the jar with all my might and
plopped to the ground gasping for air. The grass felt
soft under my skin.

Ok, now I have to go look for Chandu and Unni
after I figure out how to become big again . I thought.

At once, the blue light shone again and a big voice
boomed “Tam the ghost of the blue light.”

“Hahaha” I laughed. “You?”

“Seriously?”

“Sorry,” I quickly say.

“Thank you, all I wanted was to hear some man-
ners from you, you will be normal again.”

I was so happy! Suddenly the bright light blinded
me again and I found myself in front of Chandu and
Unni.

“Iwill never forget my manners” I said as we all
hugged each other. We walked to our cabin making
sure we stayed together. We definitely couldn’t risk
getting separated again. As we got to our cabins our
parents rushed to us with a very worried look on
their faces.

“Where were you, we were so worried?!!” My mom
says as soon as we walk into my room.”

“Well,” I said as I looked into her eyes “I was some-
where I could never forget” m
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FREE HOME DELIVERY

Matta Rice (7 Brands)
Frozen Fish, Casava
Cocunut, Chicken etc.

Guaranteed lowest price

287894 2916
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THAT FRIEND

-Sandeep Sam
Alexander

( :ricket is deemed a religion status in the
Indian subcontinent. The sport commands
utmost prominence in Indian households

with powers to bring daily life to a standstill on

game nights. Even recent ignominy to the sport due
to betting and player scandals have failed to tarnish
the unfaltering support and glory both cricket and
its players enjoy. Undeterred by the fact that only

a select few will ever make the fortunate 11 to don

the national cricket colors, drones of kids hone their

skills with unwavering passion to emulate stroke
plays of their cricketing idols. Akin to other Indian
kids, I was drawn to this game at an early age.

Almost oblivious to the cricketing bug that had bit
the nation, in my village however cricket was only
a seasonal sport. Most kids there were more drawn
towards volleyball and other mosad (Local) sports.
Not letting that taint my passion for cricket, I used to
play as many club and team level cricket matches as I

"SACHIN'S STYLE OF PLAY AND FINESSE WAS BEYOND INFATUATION
TO ME. HE WAS THE BELOVED OF THE NATION. HIS TALENT ATTRACT-
ED ALL GENERATIONS OF CRICKET LOVERS TO THE SPORT."

could get into. Following the game religiously for me
had become as vital as playing the game. My devo-
tion finally bore fruit when I got acquainted to a boy
in the village who shared the same love for cricket.

Even though he was much younger than I was, this
friend of mine was very smart in studies and was the
youngest in the family. He lived across the border
wall of the region where I belonged. Along the sides
of the wall a small stream flowed which would
heavily flood during monsoon. He was a person who
had some ailments. He was on medications and was
under strict control of his mother. His cricketing
fervor lead him to valiantly persist all these hurdles
and still come calling for a game.

What started of as a mere exchange of stamps for
comic books quickly blossomed into a bond cement-
ed by the ardor for cricket. Our humble beginnings
from metal poles for wickets and every Malayali
cricket enthusiast's well acquainted soeias@3 (co-
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conut leaf’s bark) bats gradually progressed to real
stumps and cricket bats graciously gifted by our
families. We started playing in the courtyard of his
house. Even in that restrictive space a cricketing
game of two was joyful. We creatively set up scoring
zones each of which were assigned preset run values
to prevent fatigue from chasing the ball. We would
select country names to play under casting lots to
pick India. He being the younger one had more
chances of picking compared to me.

We had our fair share of disagreements and argu-
ments during the game which generally went well.
Being the younger one he had twenty chances to
bat as compared to the five I got. But it was fun and
mostly I prevailed but occasionally he succeeds and
sometimes I even let it go to please him. We also
had our share of adventures while retrieving balls
hit into the flowing stream. Occasionally we would
have his siblings as other players in the game. On
rainy days we took our game indoors playing cricket
on board with dice. We also had a huge collection of
cricket cards to play with.

With time our circle of cricketers grew, and we
shifted venue to a nearby home playing in evenings.
Our personal game however continued in mornings.
As time progressed, I started playing with a team
of bigger boys and became a regular there. I started

spending lesser time with my friend’s team. There
was an occasion in a match where I had to pick a side
between the two teams and decided on playing with
the bigger boys. We went on to win that match. This
caused rift and resentment towards me from some of
the boys in the smaller team which healed eventual-
ly. It made me realize I was bad at making decisions
and choices.

The game with my friend continued until I moved
to college hostel after which our games reduced.
Eventually as we moved away from that place, I lost
touch with him and upon inquiry realized he also
had moved away. I hoped he would not forget me and
wished him well in life's journey.

He was a caring fellow and I can never forget the
time I spent with him. I fondly remember how he
called me yelling from across the wall to get start-
ed. Later he started phoning me when they got the
telephone connection. Some friends are special, and
he is one of them. I think our friendship was deeply
rooted in our passion for the game of cricket. I find
it hard to justify any other reasoning for this friend-
ship beyond the huge gap of age difference that stood
between us.

THAT PLAYER
Analogous to the contrast in cultures, customs and
cuisine between the West and East, variances persist




in the sports they enjoy. While their eastern coun-
terparts ridicule the Americans for playing Ameri-
can football running with ball in their hands rarely
using feet, athletes in the West jeer at the patience of
Easterners to sit through a seemingly slow game of
cricket which for them is a loud noised pest.

With the advent of IT revolution and political
circumstances there was a huge influx of people
towards the end of the last millennium from the
Indian subcontinent namely the Indian, Pakistan and
Srilankan diaspora to the USA. They brought with
them a passion deep instilled in them from the seeds
of colonial rule pertinent to all Commonwealth
countries the game of cricket. Fast forward to 2015
when ICC the international governing body for crick-
et decided to make inroads for the
game in the USA, a competitive All

for him the nation would come to a standstill cheer-
ing his every run as he went on to win series after
series often almost single handedly. He struck fear in
the minds of his opponents. Getting his wicket was
almost an enigma in itself. He was the psychological
pillar of the Indian cricket team. There were numer-
ous occasions when the Indian batting order crum-
bled when he got out early. He was the proud recipi-
ent of the highest laurels available both in India and
in the cricketing world.

The crown jewel of his endearing folklore was his
humility. Even with all his accomplishments the
Little Master is fondly remembered as the simplest
and most modest player the sport has ever known.
His newfound riches and fame did not get to his head
and make him forget his humble beginnings. He has

a charitable heart and his eagerness to

Stars T20 was scheduled played by "THE CROWN JEWEL OF help t.he n‘eedy Wltho.u.t being in the

bigwig veterans of the cricket world HIS ENDEARING FOLK- limelight is awe inspiring.

in Citifield ballpark New York and LORE WAS HIS HUMILI- Growing up he was and to this day

Minute Maid ballpark Houston. Sachin continues to be my cricket-

Both matches had crowd turnouts TY.EVEN WITH ALL HIS ing idol. I could not bear to see him

of record proportions all gathered ACCOMPLISHMENTS under perform. Like numerous others

to catch a glimpse of one cricketer THE LITTLE MASTERIS I prayed through his innings. His

in particular, Sachin Ramesh FONDLY REMEMBERED perforr;llance (rinattered to me much

Tendulkar. more than Indian team's victory. At a
Despite making a proud ICC AS THE SIMPLEST AND certain point I knew every minute fact

Championship win in 1983 the MOST MODEST PLAYER about Sachin and became a repository

Indian cricket team was always THE SPORT HAS EVER of facts in debates about him. Huge

considered minnows in competi- KNOWN. " posters of Sachin adorned my room.

tion tournaments and never man-

aged to produce a match winning

crowd puller. All that came to change when Sachin
Tendulkar donned his gloves making debut in 1989
against Pakistan arch-rivals to India since partition.
Under the guidance of stalwarts of Indian cricket like
Kapil Dev and Sunil Gavaskar the short lad from the
western suburbs of India went on to become a crick-
eting phenomenon shattering records by the dozen.
By the time he had retired on 23rd December 2012 in
lieu of declining form he held a plethora of records
many of which hold good

even today.

Sachin's style of play and finesse was beyond infat-
uation to me. He was the beloved of the nation. His
talent attracted all generations of cricket lovers to
the sport. His fan following surpassed the boundaries
of age, religion, gender and even countries. There
were junctures in the whole prospect when the game
is taking place that all eyes would be glued on Sachin
in hope and anticipation. For the aged and mothers,
he was their beloved son who fought valiantly on
field to make India proud. Mumbling silent prayers

I had a collection of cricketing cards

of Sachin which came along with a
chewing gum brand. I even made albums of him and
followed any and all magazines covering cricket’s
news about him. When I gained access to internet
collecting facts about my favorite cricketer became
easier. Emulating his style, I started playing the game
at an early age and got hit with the hard ball often at
vulnerable spots. In due course I adapted to situa-
tions and improved my game.

With the oncoming of paid satellite channels In-
dian cricket started attracting huge fortunes. Several
talents emerged and departed but very few has made
an impact on the game and its followers. He will be
my only player who had been there in the mind as I
matured, and his legacy never fades even after he has
faded from the scene. Our generation will sweetly
cherish the time he played and the special
emotional state which very few barring
Sachin can offer.

Let that player; SACHIN RAMESH TENDULKAR
stay in the minds forever!
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- Nia Rajesh

SLAVERY

very morning [ wake up at 4:00am on a pile of rags. Using all the strength I can muster, I go outside

& eat my breakfast. Picking would start right away. My hand scrapes on a thick, dark, brown pod.
The air is filled with smells of filthy, foul, dirt. A man in the distance screams as he is getting whipped.
If another slave asked me if I wanted to run away to Canada, where slavery is illegal, I would say no.
Not when I am so terrified of becoming a cripple from nasty whips. Despite the fact that I yearn for
freedom, my instincts tell me that I'm better off staying, instead of risking my life. I could die, trying
to earn my emancipation. I know the life of a slave isnt luxurious, but it's all I got. Knowing nobody in
Canada is not my way of starting fresh, getting another chance. Decisions like this rarely come up in
my life; I usually don't have a choice. But when they do, I mostly say no, and there is no exception right
now. No for the fear of being caught. No for the fright of starvation. Right now, I choose no.
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facebook comfsavoyskitchen

AUTHENTIC SOUTH
INDIAN CUISINE
EKPEGT THE BEST SDUTH INDIAN FOOD SAVOYS SOUTH INDIAN KITCHEN
DINING | TAKE OUT | CATERING 46565 54 Ave NE, #102, Calgary, AB T3J 324 Tel: 587-623-7888

www.savoyscalgary.com

EVERLAST

74 ROOFING & SIDING LTD.
# V\ie take care repairing / replacing of:
* Roofing ¢ Siding e Chimney * Window ¢ Garage door & Fencing.
Call for same day free estimate
Contact: (587) 703-5665, (587) 998-0803

Email: info@everlastroofings.com, www.everlastroofings.com
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Mother

“Sit down”

- Fiza Rafeek

My mother says.
I hope for the worst as I stare into her engrossed eyes.
“I' want to tell you some things”
My mind goes running to how my room is an overcrowded zoo
Of paint brushes and unfinished projects...
But it returns to my head when she says,
“I have dreams that I want to fulfill in life”

My tongue becomes the Bermuda Triangle as my words become ships and sailors
lost in a whirlpool of nothingness.

A mother is a person who loves and takes care of you but I've never thought that someone
I've known for my little existence could have been disguised under the word, Mother...

Everyday she opens a door to a place called home,
Her eyes seeking sleep,
Her legs sweep across the wooden floor to the big heap of chores.
As she speaks my eyes turn into dams from letting go of my sorry tears,
But the dam, like any other barrier is meant to be broken.
Cracks allow salty water to seep through,

Concrete walls holding back the purest of emotions collapse under the weight of my
ignorance to this hidden human being.

She holds me in her arms as I feel the heart that gave life to my own, thump against
my yearning ears.

The silence is soon broken with prized words from the arms that caress me,

“My heart feels like a crumpled piece of paper which no one cares to open up to see
the letters inclosed inside but sets fire to it at first sight.”
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The Secret Portal

[ 1

- Uma
Namboodiripad

poline when they heard a funny noise from

under the trampoline. “Hey Marvin, did you
hear that?” Addison asked. “Yeah, that kind of sounded
funny...” Marvin replied. “I'll go check it out, you stay
here though. Just make sure you don’t jump or else I'll
hit my head!” Addison called while heading under the
trampoline to go check it out. “Haha, okay, I won’t.”
Marvin laughed. Addison gasped loudly. “OH MY
GOSH! MARVIN COME CHECK THIS OUT!”
Addison yelled.

“Woah, what’s going on, Addison?” Marvin asked.
“TUST COME DOWN HERE AND LOOK YOURSELF!”
Addison answered. So, Marvin got off the trampoline
quickly to see what’s going on under the trampoline.
“WOAH! Addison what in the world is that?!” Mar-
vin asked. “I really don’t know! That’s why I asked
you to come down and under here.” Addison replied.
“Well uh, should we go through it? It looks like a
galaxy!” Marvin said. “Wait, I might know what that
is!” Addison exclaimed. “What is it?” Marvin asked.
“It looks like a portal!” Addison yelled while running
into the portal. “ADDISON! WHERE DID YOU GO?!”
Marvin called. Marvin looked around for Addison,
and in the blink of an eye, the portal disappeared.
“Wait..WHERE'D THE PORTAL GO?!” Marvin yelled.
Marvin ran back outside into the lawn and looked for
the portal. “Marvin, Addison, dinner’s ready!” Marvin
and Addison’s mom called. “MOM! I DON'T KNOW
WHERE ADDISON IS!” Marvin cried.

“Huh? What do you mean, sweetie?” Mom asked. “I-I
don’t know! There was a portal under the trampoline,
and I think Addison went through it!” Marvin said
sadly. Mom patted Marvin’s back as he sat down on
the porch and rubbed his eyes. “Don’t worry, sweet-
ie, we’ll find your sister.” Mom said calmly. Marvin
looked back up at Mom and said, “MOM! I have an
idea! The portal appeared when Addison and I were
jumping on the trampoline. Maybe if I jump on the
trampoline again, it’'ll appear again, and I can go find
Addison wherever she is?” Marvin suggested. Mom
nodded while he quickly got back on the trampoline
and jumped frantically, hoping the portal will appear
again. “MARVIN, HONEY, THE PORTAL APPEARED!”
Mom yelled. Without saying anything, Marvin

ﬁ ddison and Marvin were jumping on the tram-

Y4 KAVYAJWALA 2020

They smiled at each other while the aliens summoned the por-
tal for Marvin and Addison to get back home. The portal appeared
again, then Addison and Marvin waved the aliens a goodbye.

quickly ran under the trampoline and jumped into the
portal. “Well, I guess I'm the only one eating dinner
for now.” Mom sighed.

Marvin teleported into a place that looked like the
moon. He looked far out in the distance and saw plan-
et earth. Marvin thought to himself, “Woah! I'm on the
moon!” but then he quickly got back into focus and
looked around for Addison. “Marvin! Help me, please!”
someone that sounded like Addison cried. Marvin
looked in the direction he heard the cry from and
called back, “Don’t worry, Addison! I'm here to help
He ran towards what sounded like Addison frantical-
ly. “OH MY GOSH, ADDISON! WHAT ARE THOSE?!”
Marvin yelled. “I don’t know, but just get over here
and help me!” Addison shrugged. Marvin ran towards
Addison, but the aliens that got a hold of Addison
blocked him. “Try to fight us, human.” the aliens said
in a weird sounding voice. They handed him a nerf
gun and said, “Your sister said that you can aim well,
so try to get us with this baby gun.” the leader of the
aliens said. “Well yeah, I guess I have good aim...” Mar-
vin shrugged while taking the nerf gun from them.
“Wait.” Marvin said. “What do you want, human?”
the aliens said.

1»

“Idon’t want to fight. I just want my sister back.
She didn’t do anything to you guys, so why capture an
innocent?” Marvin confessed. He looked at Addison
and smiled. She smiled back. The aliens loosened their
grip on Addison and squinted at Marvin. “Hmm...he’s
got a point, guys.” the leader of the aliens said. “We
shall let this girl free.” one of the aliens said. They
let go of Addison, and immediately, she ran towards
Marvin at full speed. She pushed into him and hugged
him. Marvin was surprised because he thought she
would get mad at her, but he hugged Addison back.
They smiled at each other while the aliens summoned
the portal for Marvin and Addison to get back home.
The portal appeared again, then Addison and Marvin
waved the aliens a goodbye. They gladly walked back
into the portal and teleported back under the trampo-
line.“I'm so glad to be back here, thank you so much
Marvin!” Addison exclaimed. She smiled at Marvin,
he smiled back. Suddenly, Mom ran out frantically
with a worried face. She sighed loudly and said, “Oh,
thank God, you two are back home. You're lucky you
got here now, I almost finished dinner!” Addison and
Marvin giggled while running to Mom. They all had a
big group hug and lived happily ever after! m
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Taste the real Spices of

-~ ' : Indian and Srilankan food
No M5G, Preservative, or Food Colouring added.

FULL HOUSE
RENOVATION  CALL NOW:
=» SOLUTIONS  587:998.0803

g Milton Mathew

Basement Flooring
Renoyation

Granite Bathroom Fence & Painting
Countertops  Renovation ~ Decks

info@mpactrenovations.com  www.mpactrenovations.com
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"ZEPHU'S CONSULTANT’
INC.

Physiotherapist (CMT, Dry Needling)
403 478 8894
merlin.s.philip@gmail.com

@Falconridge Physiotherapy
(403 455 9696)

Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
@Optimum Wellness Centres - TransCanada
(403 272 3000)

Monday & Friday
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String & Grip with Your
First Racket(s) Purchase from the Store

Badminton | Table Tennis | Pickleball

h Contact for all your Li-Ning®, Badminton,

LI-NING Table Tennis & Pickleball Supplies...

Special Pricing for Stringing/Grip Services.

403-891-5194 | playcalgaryplay@gmail.com
Sandeep Sam Alexander

Check the websites below for what you need &
Contact for the specials and best wholesale dealer pricing on those items!

shopbadmintononline.com

shoptabletennisonline.com | shoppickleballonline.com
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Fresh Fish once from South Africa. )
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